The gross changes in economic conditions during recent years have served as an additional stimulus to the prosecution of inquiries into the incidence of under-nutrition. Study of the varying frequency of this condition, either from the geographical or the secular standpoint, is usually vitiated in large measure by the published statistics lacking comparability owing to the divergent standards adopted by the examining physicians. Although all physicians will undoubtedly note the same characteristics, such as colour of mucous membranes, muscle tone, state of subcutaneous fat and facial expression, which are indicative of variations in the state of nutrition, yet differences of recorded incidence are introduced as a result of (a) the varying importance assigned to each of these factors in the final assessment of the case, and more particularly because of (6) the arbitrary limits selected to separate the uuder-nourished from the well-nourished.
So long as the results of clinical examination affect only the actions of the individual physician with respect to a particular patient, such a purely subjective judgment is probably all that is required; but when, as so often arises in socio-medical problems, one series of findings has to be compared with those of other observers, the need for some objective measure Dunstan, 1934) Table IV . Table IV is the ratio of chest circumference to total height. This index has been determined for each of the 120 men, and I have calculated the correlation between this ratio and the percentage difference of actual body weight from that predicted by each of the formulae set forth previously. The findings are collected in Table Y . 
